[image: ]Tips for Selecting Your Puppy!

Adding a puppy to your family is not as simple as it sounds.  It is important to select a puppy that will fit you and your family's needs and lifestyles for the puppy's entire lifetime! 

Dr. Becky Krull says a crucial part of selecting a puppy is doing as much research as possible before getting a puppy. Speak with your veterinarian to learn about the different breeds and which one will realistically fit into your lifestyle. 

Consider the activity level of puppy, feeding and grooming requirements, exercise/training the puppy will need, and a breed that is good with kids and other pets (depending on your current and future family).  

Dr. Krull suggests starting your puppy search at a shelter! Ask local veterinarians and shelters if they have a pet that fits your needs. If you decide to go with a reputable breeder, Dr. Krull suggests seeing the puppy's parents, health history, and disease screening results (if applicable) before taking your puppy home.  Contact your veterinarian before you purchase a puppy to see what records should be available to you. 

It is important to ask the breeder or shelter about the puppy you are selecting.  Dr. Krull recommends keeping these questions in mind when choosing your puppy.
1. Has the puppy been examined by a veterinarian?  Ask for a copy of the health certificate.
1. How many puppies were in this litter?  Did they all survive? If not, what was wrong?
1. What is the feeding routine for this puppy?
1. Has the puppy been dewormed?  If so, with what, how much, and when?
1. If the puppy is a purebred, request pedigree information and papers.  
A common mistake prospective owners make is "I didn't choose the puppy - it chose me."  Dr. Krull says although it may be difficult not to pick the one that first runs up to you, it is important you select the puppy that ultimately fits your needs. The puppy that first approaches you is not necessarily "choosing" you. The puppy could just be excited, curious, or want to sniff you.

Once you have selected a puppy, he/she should be seen by a veterinarian as soon as possible.  This will allow the puppy to get up to date on vaccines and ensure it is healthy and ready for its new home.  Be sure to schedule future visits for your new pup. According to Dr. Krull, a monthly visit for the first three to four months is recommended.  A four to six month check up should be scheduled for spay or neuter.  After that, twice a year examinations are a general rule of thumb, but should be discussed with your puppy's veterinarian.


Dr. Krull also encourages you to enroll your new puppy in a puppy class.  Puppy classes can be great for socialization and interaction!  Contact your veterinarian to find available doggie daycare and classes in your area. 

To learn more about selecting a puppy that's just right for you, contact the Green Bay or Allouez Animal Hospital.  The doctors and caring staff would love to assist you in your new addition! 
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